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| To the Right Worſhipful 
Joſeph Weſton jun. Mayor. 


The Worſhipful 
Moſes Winſmore,Sheriff, Thomas Coſtin," 


Robert Vaughan, Samuel Weſt, | 
Richard Cookeſey, Ald. William Riley, Gent 
Charles Hopkins, - John Garway, | . 


John Vernon, Cham- John Worfeild, 
Tc mas Chetle, I berlains. Edt. Jactſons. 


— 


HE many Favours I 
| have received from you, 

will not ſuffer me to de- 
ny your repeated Requeſts of my 


publiſhing the Sermon I lately 


preached before you at your Viſi- 
tation of the Free- School in Glou- 
ceſter. It was founded and en- 
A 2 dowed 
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dowed before the Reformation by 
Dame Johan Coke, in purſuance of 


Coke, Alderman of the. ſaid City, 

bearing Date 18 May | 1528. and 
altho the Perſon that was to be the 
Schoolmaſter was alſo to be a Chan- 
try Prieſt, and to ſay Maſs for the 
Souls of the Founders, and the 
Souls of all the Faithful; yet at the 
Reformation, the Chantry only was 
ſuppreſſed, and the School continu- 
ed. Henry VIII. upon the Diſſo- 
lution of Abbies and Monaſteries, 
founded Schools of Learning in 
many of their Places. Edward VI. 
and Queen Elizabeth his Children 
followed his Example; and ſuch 
Charities have been always had in 
vrol great 


great Eſteem till of late Days: 
when under the ſpecious Pretence 
of the publick Melſare, Ignorance 
is recommended as abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Poor; that the un- 
taught Animals may more willingly 
do the drudgery of the Rich: that 
therefore Charity- Schools are inju- 


rious to the Body Politick, and 


they that contribute towards them 
are but a vain-glorious and factious 
ſort of People, whoſe End and 
Purpoſe therein is only the ſtrength. 
ning of a Party. We all well know 
of what Party they are, who ſay 
and write ſuch things; we may aſ- 


ſure our ſelves they are not of God 4 


they care not for his Service, and 
much leſs for his Seryants. But 
we 


*7 7 n 2 
F : N " 4 a * 8 ** 
; * 6 | ; TRE 
fn * 
« j 
. . 4 
i 


_ Dz=picaTroNn. v 


- * - — — — — - - 


— 


— — — —— — — — — — — — — — — — 
- 
— — — 23 — o > Gay — — - „ — — - _- > 
* r „„ — w 4 ow. — — 8 3 Ls * 1 ** 24 + — V4 9G 2 
2 C4 — 2 o — — + - 
— * — — — _ 4 _ 5 = * * - oy = pe — — CY 1 * E — 


o 49/4 - 
wh. * . 
= . 


vi DzepicaTioN, 
we hope, He in his Mercy will 
continue the Light of his Goſpel, 
and further the Increaſe of true Re- 
ligion and ſound Learning amongſt 
us; and we do not in the leaft 
doubt, bur both will find Encou- 
ragement, not indeed from A. 
theiſts and Debauchees, but from 
all true Lovers of Virtue. Your + 
Care and Zeal for both is evident 
to all that know you, and you 
have given a ſignal Inſtance of 
the ſame, in ſo readily taking ſuch 
an expenſive Journey, over and a- 
bove the Allowance of the Foun- 
drels, with no other Proſpect than 
that of doing good. The civil 
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Reception you met with from the 
Corporation of your neighbouring 
City, 
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DeDicaTioN vi 
City; and from the Reverend Pre- ; 
late that worthily: adorris that Sec, 
was what you all were juſtly well 
pleaſed with; and the readineſs 
wherewith they ſhewed you their 
antient | Writings, and their ſending 
you afterwards' Copics of the ſame, 
Will not ſuffer you to doubt, bue 
chat, according to the Truſt lodged 
in” them, they will promote as 
much as they can, ſuch a Seminary 
of Learning as does and always 
will tend to their own Intereſt and 
Honour. As for my ſelf, I re- 
turn them many Thanks for their 
kind Approbation of this Diſ- 
courſe, and their Deſire of ſeeing 
it made publick ſignified unto me 
by that ingenious Gentleman Mr. 
Payne, 
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viii DIDI A1 
Payn e, their Town-Clerk. - Fam 


in hopes the Patronage of it by 
two ſuch Bodies, will in ſome meas 


ſure ſcreen it from a cenſorious 
World. | 1. 


TRAHAT God would bleſs both 
your Cities, increaſe the Friendſbip 
that is between you, and proſper 
the good Work that lies upon you, 
is che hearty Prayer of, Nad 


Your ever . BY 


Humble Servant, 5 
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W. Thomas. 


PSALM XXXIV. II. 


Come, ye Chil dren, Wen 
unto me; I will teach you 


the Fear of the Lord. 


JN theſe words the Royal Plalmiſt 
invites 'the Youth of his Time to 


come unto him, that by him they 
might be inſtructed in the Fear of 


the Lord; and good reaſon why, for that 


the Fear of the Lord 1s the beginning of 
Wiſdom, and the ſole Foundation of a 
happy Life ; the only way, as he himſelf 
fays in this Pſalm, to ſee good Days *, 


to obtain God's Favour, to be ſaved, 
out of Trouble , and to want no manner 


of thing t, that is good. It is certain $, 


„ver. 11. f Ver. 6, f ver. 10. $ Ver: 15, 
Ae B that 
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ſhalt teach. them diligently unto: thy Cbil. 


ſhalt bind them for a Sign upon 
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d. 175. 18. + Dem. 6. 7, 8, 9» 


(2) 
that his Eyes are over the Righteous, and 


his Ears are ofen unto their Prayers, 
that his Statutes and his Ordinances will 
he ſbew to them that fear him, they 

ſhall /ee the wondrous things of his Laws *, 
and them will he make to ga in the Paths 
of his Commandments. That it was the 
Practice of the Fews eanly- to educate; 
their Children in this Fear of the Lord, 
appears from ſeveral places of the Old 
Teſtament. We read , that God did 
ſolemnly injoin them to do this. The 
Words that I have commanded thee, thou 


dren, and ſhalt talk of them when thay 


fitteſt: in thine Houſe, and when they 


walleſt by the Way, and when thou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſeſt ap; and Hou 


Hand, and they ſhall be as Fron 4 
tween thine Eyes, and thou ſhalt write 
them on. the Poſts of thy. Houſe, and an 
thy Gates; chat fo at all times, in the 
Morning, and in the Evening, and at all 


_ Places, whether at Home or Abroady 


they 


„ mind of thei 
they might be put in of their 
Duty, and their Children inſtructed in 
the Law, and brought up in the Nrow- 

ledge of God, Beſides this, they had ma- 
ny particular Places ſet apart for theif 
better Education; for we find fre- 
quent mention made of the Sons of the 
Prophets , and of the Schools of the Pro- 
/ N +, afterwards called | Houſes of Learn- 
ing 7; and theſe continued amongſt them 
even after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem 
for many Ages, to the eleventh or twelfth 
Century; about which time, famous 
were the Schools of Ben Aſcher and 
Ben Nepthali, that at Tiberias and this 
at Babylon. Before its Deſtruction, the 
Jewiſh. Writers tell us, that there were 
above four hundred of them in that 
ſingle City, . their Rabbies made 
* Kings 3 / F 1 8m. 10. and 19 Chap. 

2 Eecleſ. 5t. 5 23. Draw near unto me you unlearned, 
zud dwell in the Honſe of Learning. Divell—itr-ilie 
Hurt of Lauf, 1280 mM yana is demo dofirine, for (o 
the Targum expounds NY) 1 Sam. 19. 18, 19, 22, 23+ 
and commenting on the ſecond Verſe of the 87th Pſalm, 
The Lord loveth thr Gates of Sion, he teads it thus, The 
Lord loveth Nrw *n3 opp portas ſcholarum, the 


Gates of the Houſes of Learning more than all the Dwellings 
of fac ob, 


B 2 it 


SW 


it their buſineſs to expound the Law 
and the Talmud. Hither ſome. of their 
Children were ſent as ſoon as they 
were capable of being inſtructed, and 
when arrived at the Age of Thirteen, 
they were obliged to be ſent by their 
Laws; ſo that not one of them might 
be brought up in ignorance of their 
Duty to God, Here it was that St, 
Paul was educated at the Feet af the 
great Gamaliel; and to ſuch a School 
as this, to ſhew his Approbation of 
theſe Places of Literature, did our Sa- 
viour reſort ®, being then about twelve 
years of” Age; and there his Parents found 
him, fitting at the Feet of theſe Doctors, 
both hearing them, and asking them Queſ- 
tions. This Practice was continued in 
the Chriſtian Church, and the inftruc- 
ting Youth in the Principles of Religion, 
and in other ſound Learning, was look'd 
upon as a very great Charge, and was 
taken up not by ignorant Perſons, but 
by ſome of the moſt learned and emi- 


nent Fathers of it: ſuch as St. Mark 
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(5) 


the Evangeliſt. Biſhop of Alexandria, -af- 
ter him Pantenus Origen s Maſter, then 
Origen himſelf, Cyril of Jeruſalem, Gre. 
- gory. Nyſſen, Athanaſius, Fulgentius and 
Auguſtin ; Names.of great Renown i in Ve- 
nerable Antiquity. | 5 


It was not —— the Practice of _ 
and Chriſtians, but alſo of the Gentile 
World. The | Grgeks had their facred 
Myſteries, in which the Athenian Youth 
were commanded 1 to be inſtructed; and 
till they were ſo, it was not lawful for 
them to appear in publick Proceſſions, 
or to carry Torches 1 in their ſolemn Feſti- 
"vals. Their Philoſophers, according to 
their different Sects, had their particu- 
lar Schools and Academies amongſt them; 
all of them agreeing in the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of early inſtilling into Childrens 
Minds the Prineiples of Religion and 
Virtue ; for that upon this depended 
their future Happineſs, and therefore 
they thought that they could not be too 
20 impreſſed upon them. Fi rom hence 
ir is evident, chat 7 4 Men of all Ages 
. almoſt of all Perſuaſions, have with 


one 


(6) 
one conſent acknowledged this as ae 
doubted Truth, that tov much care can- 


not be taken . concetning the Eduta- 


tion of Children, and the: bringing "of 
them up in the Nurture and Feur of the 


Lord; and of this you . your ſelves will 
be fully convinced, if you ſhall but con- 


fider the ts i it —_— "I 


T 0 the C bildren tenſes, / ey 
To the common W, eal, and 
To the Church of Ged. 


The Advantages it brings fo the C bil 
dren themſelves, are very great, as it in- 
forms their Underſtandings, biaſſes their 
Wills ang regulates their MO ood 


dS 44S + oz 


Every Man that 3 into this World 
is born as illiterate as the wild Aſs's Colt, 
no more able to ſpeak than to go or co 
help himſelf, and is as ignorant in his 
Underſtanding, as feeble in his Body. 


That ſpiritual Subſtance which God 
hath given him, and which is called the 


Soul, 18 capable of attaining to very 
great 


oo 


(9) 
great Knowledge; but when firt infuſed, 
is as 2 ſmooth -and-polih'd Table wichour 
any Characters wnpriated there, and 
therefore ſtands in great need of being 
rightly informed, - and of having Good 
and Evil ſet before: it in a true Light 
For the Knowledge it acquires is. from 
withaet, either from: viſible Objects, or 
from the Informations of others.; and 
this, by degrees, as the Perſon grows in 
Strength and Stauie, ſa. he. improves. in 
Learning and Wiſdom : and according 
to the: Share that be ſhall acquire thereof, 
ſo proportionably wall his Life be 
py or miferable:; the: ſrverak degrees of 
it. rendring. Men as much diffarent from 
one anather, as Men from Brutes, or 
Light from: Darkneſs, If the Soub be 
without Knowledge, in will be blind and 
not ſee its way, or perceive the things that 
belong to its Peace. Wiſdom, and Learn-. 
ing, and Inſtruction, will be the Life as 
well as the Ornaments: of it. To be, and 
ta: move, and to breathe freely; is what 
we enjoy. in common with the Beaſts 
that periſſi; but as: reaſonable Creatures 
we. far: exceb them; and! our Life and 


Happineſs conſiſt ' not ſo much in the 
due and regular Movement of our Flu- 
ids, as in the orderly Movements of our 
Souls, in a due exerciſe of our rational 
Faculties and Powers; to which no- 
thing can conduce more than a good Edu- 
cation. For this will fill our Underſtand- 
ings with Knowledge convenient for them, 
it will let us ſee what is Truth and 
what is Error; it will teach us what 
Actions are fit for a reaſonable Perſon to 
do, and what are not; and will ſhew us 
where lies the true way to Happineſs, 
and where the ready Road to Miſery. If 
of this we ſhall not be made early ſen- 
ſible, we ſhall but grope about in Obſeu- 
rity, having our Underſtanding darkned, 
alienated from the Life of God, and con- 


ſequently utter Strangers to our own Fe- 
licity. | | 


As the Advantage is great which a 
good Education brings to Children from 
the informing of their Underſtandings, 
there comes no leſs from the byaſſing of 
their Wills; for the Underſtanding being: 
once rightly informed of what is Good 
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(9) 


and what is Evil, the Will will neceſſari- 
ly be influenced thereby, and will readilys 
follow the Dictates thereof. When Chil- 
dren fhall be fully inſtructed in their Duty 
to Gad, their Neighbours and them/ſetves 
and ſhall clearly perceive what is their 
ſolid Intereſt, and what is not ; what will 
make their Lives comfortable, and what 
unecaſy; they will very chearfully do the 
ſame: as well knowing that it is but 
reaſonable and good for them ſo to do. 
For all reaſonable and good Actions are 
eaſy and natural to a reaſonable Mind, 
and tend to its Perfection and Glory: 
and all that are not ſo, do but tend to 
render it truly miſerable and unhappy: 
No one can be in love with Evil, as it is 
Evil; it is under the appearances of Good 
that it at any time biaſſes the Will to 
chooſe it: And therefore happy certainly 
are thoſe who have had true Information 
of things given to them in their Child- 
hood; before whom Virtue has been (et 
in its true Light, and Vice painted in its 
proper Colours, at ſuch an Age when they 


make the moſt laſting and deep Impreſ- 
ſions on their Momo For they can- ; 
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(10) 


not then but naturally chooſe and fol- 


low that which is Good, and as naturally 
ſhun and avoid that which is Evil. As a 
Mariner, who knows where the Rocks 
and Shelves do lie, will ſteer and direct 
his Courſe as much as poſſibly he can 
to avoid them; fearing nothing more 
than to daſh upon the one, or to run up- 
on the other: ſo will a well-educated 
Youth willingly ſhun and avoid thoſe 
Evils which he clearly ſees before him, 
and will dread to follow thoſe Paths in 


which he ſees Multitudes daily to periſh, 


having no Knowledge of God, nor Fear of 
him before their Eyes. 


And as a good Education is of great 
Advantage to Children, from the In- 
formations it gives to their Under/tand- 
ings, and from the biaſſing of their 
Wills; fo is the Benefit great which they 
receive from its regulating their Afec- 
tions. Youth is the Age. of Liberty and 
Licentiouſneſs, and therefore fitteſt to be 
curbed and tempered with Piety and 
Grace. It is the Seaſon of hot and vio- 


lent Patſions, and therefore ſtanding in 
great 


(11) 
oreat need of being cooled, and qualified 
by Wiſdom and Inſtruction. The Soul is 
an active Principle, and will not lie idle, 


Vice or Virtue will ſoon gain upon their 
Affections. If Virtue ſhall firſt get Poſ- 
ſeſſion, before Self-Love,By-Ends, and cor- 
rupt Examples have depraved them ; be- 
fore the Pomps and Vanities of this World 
have deluded them: they will ſeldom miſ- _ 
carry. For having ſuckt in with their 
Milk the Knowledge and the Fear of God, 
and having been taught from their Youth 
to love him with all their Heart, with all 
their Mind, and with all their Strength, 
to worſhip him, and to put their fole 
Truft in him : they will not fall an eaſy 
Prey to Love, or Luſt, or Ambition, or 
Vain-glory. The evil Paſſions of the Mind, 
the froward Thoughts of the Heart, the 
vile Affections of the Soul, the carnal 
Deſires of the Fleſh, the Longings after 
the Follies of this Lite, will find no Place 
in them: but Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
Purity and Holineſs, Peace and Con- 
tentedneſs, will then flow into their 
Minds with a full Stream ; becauſe theſe 
are the inſeparable Companions of the 
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en) 
divine Light of Wiſdom, and the genuine 
Fruits of an early and pious Education. 
But melancholy will the Scene be if the 
Soil ſhall be left to it ſelf uncultivated, wich 
Grace unſeaſoned. For then Vice, inſtead 
of Virtue, will naturally ſpring up; Bri- 
ers and Thorns, will quickly over-run 
it; unruly Paſſions and Appetites, will 
grow more and more head-ſtrong ; 
at laſt inflave and domineer : and then 
the good Seed ſown will fall upon it in 
vain, it will quickly dry up and wither, 
having no Moiſture, no Dew of Hea- 
ven to water it, no place to root in. For 
Sin eafily inſinuates, and if let alone un- 
heeded, as eaſily increaſes and multiplies, 
till it grows up to the ſtrength of Ha- 
bit and Cuſtom, not to be diſmiſſed at 
pleaſure. If the Foundation be not good, 
all chat we build upon it will oome to no- 
thing: If we ſet out falſe, every Step we 
take afterwards will be falſe too; and the 
longer we live, and the farther we go, 
the more ſhall we wander out of the true 
Way that leadeth unto Life. When there is 
no Fear of God implanted in the Minds of 
Men, when like empty Houſes their Souls 
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are void of Knowledge; then there is 
room for many wicked Spirits to enter 
in and duell there, for many fooliſh and 
vain Imaginations to poſſeſs them, for 
many Luſts and Paſſions to tyrannize in 
them, and for many ſeducing Doctrines 
of Devils to carry them away, and drown 
them in everlaſting Perdition. Being 
built upon the Sands, when the Rains 
deſcend, and the Floods come, and the 
Winds blow and beat upon them, they 
preſently fall, and are hurry'd away with 
the Torrent of Deſtruction. But well- 
educated Children, are like Houſes built 
on Rocks, and when the Rains deſcend, 
and the Floods come, and the Winds 
blow, they fall not ; the Storms and Tem- 
peſts of a troubleſome World beat up- 


on them in vain. . 


Theſe are the Advantages a good Educa- 
tion brings to Children; it enlightens their 
Underſtandings, informs their Judgments, 
biaſſes their Wills, and regulates their Ae 
fections; it moulds and faſhions them 
betimes for Virtue, and lays the ſolid 
Foundation of a pious and happy Life. 
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(14) 

It will not only be of great N 
to the Children themſelves, but alſo to 
the Common-weal; for hereby they will 
become uſeful Members of the Body po- 
litick, and in their ſeveral Stations and 
Callings will make good Servants, good 
Maſters, good , Neighbours, and good 
Subjects. As good Servants, they will be 
faithful to their Maſters, doing them Ser- 
vice with Good-will; not Cheating or 
Purloining from them, not being ſloth- 
ful or negligent in their Buſineſs: They 
will readily obey all their lawful Com- 
mands, not as Men- pleaſers, but in ſingle- 
neſs of Heart, becauſe they fear God, 
and know that of the Lord they ſhall re- 
ceive their Reward. As good Maſters, 
they will give unto thoſe under them, 
that which is juſt and equal, as know- 
ing that they themſelves have a Maſter 
in Heaven. They will incourage and re- 
ward thoſe that do well, and gently ad- 
moniſh and mildly reprove thoſe that 
do ill. They will deal with them as 
they would be dealt with, were they in 
the ſame Stations, And as for their Chil- 
/ dren 
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dren, they will undoubtedly bring them 
up in the ſame good Way that they have 
been brought up themſelves; fully af- 
ſured by Experience of the happy Effects 
thereof, they will by no means neglect it. 
With Joſbua they will reſolve, that as 
for them and their Houſes, they will 
ſerve the Lord. As good Neighbours, 
they will be kindly affectioned one to 
another, they will be true and juſt in 
all their Dealings: They will not lie one 
to another, but will ſpeak the Truth 
from their Heart: They will hurt no 
body by Word or Deed : They will 
not covet other Mens Goods, but will 
labour truly to get their own Living in 
an honeſt Way, and will endeavour to 
do their Duty in that State of Life, un- 
to which it ſhall pleaſe God to call 
them. As good Subjects, they will be- 
have themſelves lowly and reverently to 
all their Betters; and becauſe they fear 
God, they will honour their King: They 
will look upon him as authoriz'd and 
ſent by that great Governor of the World, 
in his ſtead to adminiſter Juſtice and 
Judgment unto his People ; to be Eyes 
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(16) \ ; 
to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame, and 
to puniſh the Wrong: doer. They will 
by no means ſpeak Evil of their Rulers, 
or blaſpheme Dignities ; but will rather 
pray unto God for them: that under 


them we may all lead quiet and peace- 
able Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


As theſe Benefits and Advantages are 
very great which a good Education brings 
to Children, and to the Common-weal, 
ſo no leſs does it bring to the Church of 
Chriſt; for hereby they will become real 
and good Servants unto God, and will 
continue farthful and found Members of 
his Body. As real and good Servants un- 
to God, him only will they worſhip ; ha- 
ving been brought up in his Fear, him 
only will they ſerve. They will hate 
all evil Ways, and avoid all crooked 
Paths: Diſcretion will preſerve them, and 
Underſtanding keep them. The Greatneſs 
of his Majeſty will ſtrike an awe into their 
Souls, and humble them before him ; the 
Dread of his Juſtice will deter them from 
ſinning againft him; his Goodneſs, his 
Kind- 
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Kindneſs, will make them love him a- 
bove all Things : His Truth will prompt 
them to rely ſecurely on all his gracious 
Promiſes: His Mercy to call upon him 
in all their Troubles, and to put their 
whole Truſt in him. Setting him al- 
ways before them, they will never ceaſe 
truly to love and honour him, and to 
ſerve him in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs all the Days of their Lives. In thus 
doing, they will walk worthy of the Vo- 
cation wherewith they have been called, and 
will continue faithful and ſound Mem- 
bers of the Church of God ; having been 
trained up in the Way they ſhould go, 
they will keep it to the End. When 
early ſeaſoned with good Principles, with 
the undeniable Grounds of our moſt holy 
Faith, with the clear Knowledge of God 
and his Son. Jeſus Chriſt, they will not 
be turned about with every Wind of 
Do#rine, nor will cunning Seducers ea- 
fily work upon them. And if at any 
time they ſhall chance to be deceived, 
they ſoon will ſee their Error, and like 
ſtraggling Sheep, will be glad to return 
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into the one true Fold of Chriſt, and a- 
gain to be united to him, the only true 
Vine; that as living Branches abiding in 
him, they may bring forth Fruit abun- 
dantly unto Life eternal. So that this 
Way only can we hope to put a Stop to 
the Growth of Schiſm, to heal our 
Breaches, and to unite us in one common 
Band of Love and Charity. That as we 
have but one Baptiſm, one God, one 
Lord and Saviour of us all; ſo we may 
be all of one Mind and one Judgment. 
holding the Faith in the Unity of the Spi- 
rit, and in the Bond of Peace, to the 
rendring both Church and State Tri- 
umphant, rather than Militant here on 
Earth. | : 


And if theſe be the Advantages that a 
good Education brings to the Children 
themſelves, to the Common-weal, and to 
the Church of God; doubtleſs, great 
muſt be the Charity of erecting Schools 
for this Purpoſe. A greater Work of 
Charity cannot be, than to fill the World 
with good Men, good Subjects, good 
Chriſtians. Ir is to relieve the Wants of 
an 


(19) 
an immortal Soul, and to provide for its 
eternal Welfare; it tends to the enlarge- 
ment of God's Kingdom, the increaſe of 
his Glory, the making an addition to his 


happy Subjects, that his Will may be 
done on Earth as it is in Heaven. It is to 
caſt down Satan from his Throne of Dark- 
neſs, to damn up a Torrent of Wicked- 
neſs, which if let alone, would quickly 
overflow us: It is to prevent a Multitude 
of Sins which otherwiſe would have 
been propagated from Generation to Ge- 
neration; and like Gehazi's Leproſy, 
would have ſtuck cloſe not only to them- 
ſelves, but unto their Seed after them. 
It is to reſcue many from being forced 
into the World, to fight againſt Fleſh and 
Blood, and powerful wicked Spirits ; na- 
ked and defenſeleſs ;-It is to fave them 
from being ruined by bad Examples, 
from running the broad Way that lead- 
eth unto Deſtruction, without a Monitor; 
from finking under the miſerable and hea- 
vy Burdens of Poverty, Infamy, Profane- 
neſs and Blaſphemy: from wandring a- 
bout as loſt Sheep, having no Shepherd, 
a ready Prey for that roaring Lion, which. 
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daily goeth about ſeeking whom he may 
devour. In a word, it is as St. Paul 
ſpeaks, As 26. 18. To open the Eyes of 
the Blind, to turn them from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God; that they may receive Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and Inheritance among them which 


are ſanctiſied by Faith in Feſus Chriſt. 


A Charity not only thus good and pro- 
fitable to others, but alſo unto our ſelves: 
They that ſhall be thus inſtrumental in 

converting Sinners and ſaving Souls, ſhall 
hide and cover a Multitude of their own 
Sins; ſuch good Deeds ſhall intercede 
with God for their own Pardon; fuch 
Alms . ſhall deliver from Death ; fuch 
Godlineſs hath the Promiſe both of this 
Life and of that which is to come : They | 
that thus communicate of their Stores, lay 
up for themſelves Treafures in Heaven, 
their Works ſhall follow them, and their 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be had in everlaſting 
Remembrance. God will remember them 
at the laſt Day, when he ſhall make up 
bis Jewell, and will then ſpare them as a 
Man ſpareth his own Son that ſerveth 
him; 
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him; and Men will remember them here 
on Earth, Poſterity will juſtly praiſe their 

Doings. The Founder of this Charity- 

School is ſtill had in Remembrance, and 

with great Reſpe& is his Name mention'd 

amongſt you ; you praiſe his good Deeds, 

you look on him as a Friend to Mankind, 

a real Benefactor to the World, as well as 

to this City, one that was a truly pious 

and good Man. And as his Memory is 

ſtill precious with you, ſo may you fol- 
low his Example, in raiſing up the Poor 
out of the Duſt, and hfting up the Needy 
from the Dunghill ; in ſupplying them with 
the Bread of Life, that is from Heaven, 
and cloathing them with the Garments of 
Salvation. 


Io ſuch beneficial Charities, may God 
at all times ſtir up the Wills of his faith- 
ful People, that they plenteouſiy bringing 
forth the Fruit of good Works, may of 
him be plenteouſly rewarded, thro Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. 
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To whom with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoft, be aſcribed all Giury, 
Majefty, Might and Dominion, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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An Abftrat# of the Will of John 
Coke, Alderman of the City of 


Glouceſter, as far as relates to 
his Charities. 


N Dei nomine Amen. The 18th day of May, 
in the yere of our Lord God 1528, 1 
John Coke of Glouceſter, being in my hole 
mynde and ſicke in body, in this wiſe I make 
my Teſtament and laſt Will. Firſt, I give 
and bequeth my Solle to Almightie God, and 
to our bleſſed Lady, Seynt Jobn the Baptiſt, 
and to all the holy Courte and Company of 
Hevyn, and my body to be buried at the 
North- end of the high Aulter before the Image 
of Seynt Joby the Baptiſt, in the Pariſhe 
Churche of. our bleſſed Lady of Crifte in the 
Sowthe-ſtreet of the Towne of Glouceſter, 
Alſo I bequeth to the Mother Churche of 
Worceſter 20 d. and to the high Aulter of Crifte 
Churche 20d. Item, To every Aulter within 
that Churche 20d. Alſo I bequeth to the 
high Aulter of Seynt Nicholas Churche 20 dl. 
and to every Aulter of the aforeſaid Churche, 
20 d. to th* entent to refreisſhe the ſeid Aul- 
ters in ſuch things that they hath moſt nede 
of, Alſo I will that my Executrix do find a 
Prieſt 
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Prieſt at our Lady Aulter in the Pariſne Churche 
of Seynt Nicholas for the ſpace of two yeres, 
wo gevyng to him for his Exhibition and Wages 
3 by yere 1005. there to pray for my Solle, and 
all the Solles that I am bound to pray for 3 
and for all Chriſten Solles. - Alſo I give and 
bequeth 20 l. to be truly beſtowed oh the 
King's Highway towards the Vale of Eveſbam, 
where moſt nede is for Horſes to go; and 

20 l. to be beſtowed in the Highway toward 

Bridlip. Dem, I give and bequeth to the ma- 
kyng of 16 Peice of Veſtyments to the value of 

26 5s. 8 d. a peice; which Veſtyments my Will 

is that they ſhall be delivered redy hallowed at 

my 12 monthes minde at the Church of Crifte, 

: and there that day to be ſung a Trental, and 

then immediately to be delyvered in manner 

following, ----- To our Ladys Service in Crifte 

Church one Peice. Item, To our Ladys Ser- 

vice in every Pariſne Church within the Towne 

one Peice, which maketh 11 Peice. Item, To 

the thre Ordre of Fryers every of them, to our 

Lady Aulter a Peice. Tem, To the Hoſpital 

of the Barthilmews a Peice. Item, To our 

Ladys Service at Mynſteruurthe where I was 

borne a peice of Veſtyments. Alſo I give 

to our Lady Aulter within the Monaſtery of 

Seynt Peter in Glouceſter a Piece of Veſty- 


ments of the price of 33 5. 4 d. and to our 
Lady 
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(95) 
Lady Aulter within the Monaſtery of Lantbony, 
a Peice of like Price 33 $, it Hem, p.c/ 
and bequeth the 14 U that Maſtre Santy owth 

me, and the g l. that Margaret Baker owth to 
me, toward the Reparation of the Pore Hof. 
pitall of the Barthilmews; that is to fay, to 
the mendyng of the Houſes of the pore folks 
there, to fave and keep them from the danger 
of grete Waters in the Wynter time. Jtem, 
my WII is, that there fhall be delyvered, 
gevyn and diſtributed amongſt pore People, 
in Pence at the day of my burial, and at᷑ my 
monythes mynde, and the 12 monythes fol- 
lowing, to pray for my Solle, 407, Alſo I 
give and bequeth toward the Reparation of the 
Ma- Bridge 1005s. Item, I give to Sir Richard 
Perkins to pray for me, 401. to Alice Rove his 
Siſter to pray for me, 40 J. Tem, My Will 
is, that my Wife ſhall find Thomas Stewe to ſcole 
with my Goods till he be Prift, to thentent he 
ſhall have cauſe to pray for my Solle. Alſo 
my Will and Intent is, that all my Lands and 
Tenements which I have purchaſed within the 
Town of Glouceſter and Beggworth, of the 
Hundred and County of the ſame Town of 
Glouceſter, and alſo all my Lands and Tene- 
ments within Glouceſterſhire, or elſewhere,--- 


ſhall immediately after my Deceaſe ſtand and 
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be leafſed t to the uſe of Fone my well-belo 
Wife, my Executrix, for the term of hir Liff, 
for and toward the Performance of my Will | 
and Teſtament—-And I will, That with ſuch 
Goods, Money, Houſhold-Plate, as I have 
leeft to her Diſpoſition, ſhe ſhall in as ſhort 
time as ſhe conveniently may after my De- 
ceaſe, purchaſe Manors, Lands, and Tene- 
ments, Annuities or other Heriditaments, in 
Fee-ſimple to the clere yearly Value of 200. 
above alf Charges; and of the fame Lands 
ſo bought and purchaſed in ſhorte tyme 
thereafter, ſhall enfeoffe or make an Eſtate 
thereof to certain Perſons and their Heirs, 
to ſuch Uſes, Purpoſes, and Entents, as 
I have at ſeveral tymes before my Deth 
declared unto my faid - Wiff-—-That is to 
ſey, that with the Rents and Profits, com- 
yng and growyng, as well as the ſeid Heri- 
dataments ſo by hir bought and purchaſed, 
with my Goods appointed for the ſame, as 
of all other my Lands and Tenements-—--- 
ſhall make, edify, or .cauſe to be made in 
the Pariſh of Crifte, in ſuch Place as I have 
unto hir aſſigned and declared, a Scole- 
houſe; and in the fame ſhall as well eſta- 
bliſh and ordeyne a continual Free-Scole of 
Grammar for the Erudition of Childrene and 
Scolers, 


(27) 
Scolers there, as to ordeyne and eſtabliſh the 
Scole-Maſter of the fame Scole for the time- 
beyng, a Prieſte daily to kepe Scole and teche 
Grammar frely within the ſeid Scale; and al- 
ſo to ſey Maſſe at the Aulter of St. John with- 
in the ſeid Church of Criſte, and to pray for 
my Solle, my Wiff's Solle, our Fathers and 
Mothers Solles, and all Chriſten Solles for e- 
vermore. And alſo two Obits yerely to be 
kept, the oon at Crifte Church, the other at 
Seynt Nicholas Church for ever; and divers 
others Alms, Obſequyes and Deds of Charitie, 
according to the Purpoſes and Entents by me 
to hir declared, in the Preſence of the Re- 
verend Father in God, Andrew Lord Biſhop 
of Cbriſapolitanen, and Maiſter Commenda- 
torie of the Hoſpital of St. Barthilmews, m 
Gooſtly Father, and Suffragan of the Dioces 
of Worceſter, and of Mr. Robert Stynchecombe, 
Parſon of the ſeid Churche of Crifte, and o- 
thers. - All which Ordinances, if it had plea- 
ſed God to have gyven me convenient tyme 
and ſpace in this tranſitory World, I would 
have particularly noted, publiſhed and decla- 
red, more openly and at large within this 
my preſent Teſtament and laſt Will, which 
now for lack of ſuch tyme and ſpace, I muſt 
and do leve holy, and remit to my ſeeid 
. E 2 Wife, 
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mede, Hempſtede, Elmore, Bageworth, and 


a). 


wie, Ws I require, charge, and com \riande 
as ſhe ſhall anſwer before God at the dread- 
ful Day of judgment, to ſee truly to be exe- 
cuted, performed, eſtably ned and finiſhed, Sc. 


IN purſuance of this Will, Dame Joban 
Coke his Widow, by Indendure tripartite be. 
tween her ſelf, the Mayor and Burgeſles of 
Glouceſter," and Bailiffs and Citizens of Nor- 
ceſter, did found and ſettle the faid Scole, hav- 
ing obtained Licence from King Henry VIII. fo 
to do, by his Letters Patents, bearing date 12 
Maii, An. Regni 30. She on the firſt part gives and 


conveys to the Mayor and Burgeſſes of Glouceſ- 


rer, her Manor, Meſſuages, Lands, Cc. in Podde/. 


Bentbam, within the County of the ſaid Town 
of Glouceſter; as alſo all her Lands and Tene- 
ments in Brockworth, Stonehouſe, Ebley, Oxlinch, 
Standyſh, Weſtbury, and Claxbill, Com. Glouc. 
They on the ſecond part covenant with 


the Rents of Poddeſmede, Hempſtede and El- 
more, to provide an honeſt and well-learned 


 School-maſter, being a Prieſt, to teach Gram- 


mar 
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mar to all Children and Scholars as ſhall and 
will at any time come and reſort to the faid 
Free-School, &c. and to give to the ſaid Ma- 
ſter rol, yearly. They covenant with the 
Rents of the Lands and Tenements in Glou- 
ceſter, Bageworth, Bentbam and Brockworth, to 
pay to and amongſt the poor People of the 
Hoſpital of St. Bartholomew towards their 
Suſtentation every Week 3 5. 4 d. in ready 
Money, and with the Overplus o repair the 
ſaid School-houſe, and with the Rents of the 
Lands and Tenements in Stonebouſe, Ebley, Ox- 
linch, Standyſb, Weſtbury, and Claxbill, to re- 
pair the Weſt- Bridges and Cauſeway between 
the Town of Glouceſter and Over, in ſuch rui- 
nous Places as are moſt needful. They alſo 
covenant, that the Mayor, Recorder, two of 
the eldeſt Aldermen, the two Shreves, the 
Town-Clerk, the four Stewards, the Sword- 
bearer, the four Serjeants at Mace, and the 
five Porters of the Gates, ſhall aſſemble them. 
ſelves together every Year between Eaſter and 
Whitfuntide at the High-Groſs, and thence to 
go and ſurvey the Scbool- bouſe, and caufe to 
be made all needful Reparations : The Mayor 
to have 45, the Recorder 3s. 4 d. each A. 
derman 2 5. every Shreve 20 d. the Town- 
Clerk 164, each of the Stewards 129. the 
Stword- 
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Sword-bearer 12 d. every Serjeant 3 d. every 
Porter 4 d. 


Trey farther covenant with the Bailiffs 
and Citizens of Worceſter, on the third part, 
that if they the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes, and 


their Succeſſors, do not obſerve the fore-men. 


tioned Covenants, for every Default to forfeit 
and pay to the ſaid Bailiffs and Citizens, (af- 
ter Warning thereof to the ſaid Mayor of the 
Town of Glouceſter, given by the ſaid Bailiffs 
in writing) 10 l. nomine pene, to he converted 
to the Reparation of the Walls of the ſaid Ci. 
ty. This Deed was made, ſigned and ſealed 
11 Jan. 31 Hen. 8. 


AN p by another Deed dated Nov. 20. 32 
Hen. 8. the ſaid Johan Coke, Widdow, for the 
Conſideration and Intention that the Bailzf5 and 
Citizens of the City of Worceſter, and their 
Succeſſors, ſhould be diligent altogether for 
the time to come, and aſſiſtant according to 
their beſt Induſtry and Providence to overſee 
and perform the Covenants afore-mentioned, 
grants to John Collow and Edward Brat, Bay- 
liffs of the City of Worceſter, Robert Ledington 
and John Walſgrove, Aldermen, Jobn Laker 
and 
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and Thomas Perton, Chamberlains, and to the 
Citizens thereof, and their Succeſſors, an An- 
nuity of 6 5. 8 d. Sterling yearly, out of 


the Lands and Tenements in Brocke, for 
ever, 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, 

Aug quitates Prieratũs Majorit Malverne in 
| * Wiccienſi, Cum Chartis Originalibus ea,. 
dem Illuſtrantibus, ex Regittris Sedis Epiſcopalis | 
Wigornienſis. Nunc primum Editis. Im 
J. Osborn and Z. Longman. 
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